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Do we then make void the Law through Faith? Ged by 
forbid ; Yea, we eſtabliſh the Law, 
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* Editor of the following pages 
has felt a conſiderable degree of con- 
cern on account of the increaſing pre— 
valence of a ſentiment which he conceives 
to be ſubverſive of practical religion in 
all its branches. The ſentiment to which 
he adverts, is; That the moral law is not 
the rule of mord conduct to believers. He 
does not mean to convey an idea, that 
every individual who profeſles the above 
opinion hives under 1ts prattical-influence. 
No; he 1s happy to obſerve the contrary : 
hut can by no means, on that account, 
think more favourably of a principle 
which in its own nature is wrong. It is 
notorious that, in all ages, men of corrupt 
minds have heid even the moſt important 
truths in unrighteouſneſs. Now, admitting 
that, we have no realon to wonder if per- 
ſons of a ſimilar deſcription ſhould hve 
agreeably to the above tenet; which is 
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at once pleaſing to depraved nature, de- 
rogatory to the honour of God, and de- 
ſtructive to the ſoul. 


Earneſtly wiſhing the eſtabliſhment of 
ſuch who conſider themſelves under the 
law to Chriſt, and the reſtoration of thoſe 
whom the Editor apprehends to have 
iwerved from the truth; he ſubmits, to 
the ſerious conſideration of the Public, 
the following Extratts from the late judi- 
cious Mr, Joux Brixk's Certain Efficacy 
of the Death of Chri/t, Part III. Chap. i.; 
and from the learned VitzinGa's Oh er- 
vat iones Sacre, L. VI. Cap. xviii. F 1, 
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MORAL LAW THE RULE, &c. 


HE apoſtle Paul conſtant): teaches, ſays 


Mr. BRINE, that the goſpel doth not make 
o the holy law of God; but, on the con: rary, 
he aſſerts in the N; 'ongeſt manner the eſtabliſh. 
ment of the law by the ge olpel. With ref pect to 
believers, they are not indeed 137 ider it, conſidered 
formally as a Coven; ant, promiſi: g reward in caſe 
of obedience, and threatening punihment upon a 
breach of its precepts. . For they are not under 
the. law, as in form of a covenent, but under grace 
in covenant form. They are not without law, or 
a rule of conduct, to Cod; but are under the lan 
to C. It hath been irequently, and with oreat 
confidence, objected to the aſſertors ot the free 
grace of God; That they deny, that believers are 
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under obligation o keep the law, as 4 rule of 
behaviour, If any ſuch perſons are to he | tound, 
their num her, | am pe ria led. IS very nconlider. 
able. Would to God that none of his rational 
creatures ever admitted a thou; gut fo contrary to 
the purity of his nature, and deflruttive of his 
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government! For my own part I declare, I ſhall 
as ſoon believe, that not a word of the goſpel is 
true, as that believers are not obliged to obſerve 
the holy and perfect law of God, as a rule of con- 
verſation and walk, I would offer ſeveral things 
to the conſideration of the reader, in order to ex- 
poſe the egregious folly and unparalleled immo- 
rality of ſuch a ui and extravagant conceit. 


This neceſſarily ſuppoſes that none of the 
actions of a believer are ſinful. If the apoſtohical 
definition of {in is allowed to be juſt and true, 
the neceſſary conſequence is, that where no law ts, 
there is no tran/greſſion. Then, a neglett to te- 
verence, adore, and ſerve God, will be no fin. 
Then, the perpetration of the moſt abominable 
vices will not be criminal: for if fin is a tranſ— 
greſſion of a law, and believers are not under the 
law, this conſequence is unavoidable. Maccovius 
rightly obſerves ; Should no law intervene, there 
would be no good work, nor any /in; all actions 
would then be indifferent. Therefore, 


„The diſlinttion of good and evil would then 
vaniſh into air, and ceaſe to be. Upon ſuch a 
principle, the eternal difference between right and 
wrong, juſt and unjuſt, holineſs and ſin, can never 


ſubſiſt. 
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« According to this licentious opinion, no adtions 
of believers would deſerve puniſhment: for it is 
a breach of the law only that ſubjetts men to 
penalty, and the diſpleaſure of God. Then, there 
would be no need for them to addreſs the Divine 
Being in the manner the inſpired writer did ; 
Rebuke me not in thine anger, neither chaſten me in 
thy hot diſpleaſure. 


This, therefore, is an unavoidable conſequence 
of ſuch an immoral principle, that Chriſt ſuffered 
for no actions of believers. The dottrine of the 
ſcriptures is, that he bore their ſins, and ſuſtained 
the puniſhment by them demerited. If believers 
are under no law, they fin not; nor could Chriſt 
have any ſin of theirs imputed to him. He could 
not be wounded for their tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed 
for their iniquittes. What, then, becomes of the 
goſpel, as well as the law? We have neither the 
one nor the other. 


This vile opinion is ſubverſive of the expe- 
rience of believers. They are much diſquieted in 
their minds through the unregenerate part that 1s 
in them, and the motions of it; but upon an ap- 
plication of the blood of Chriſt they enjoy peace 
and tranquillity, A ſenſe of fin and guilt diſ- 
treſſes them: a view of pardon fills them wth 
je unſpeakable and full of glory. But if they are 
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under no law, and fin not, they cannot he either 


Inbjects of forrow through a ſenſe of fin, or of 


joy through a diſcovery of remiſhon. 


Evangelical repentance can have no place, be- 
cauſe that is a godly lorrow for lin! It De levers 
are not fubjects of fin, (as they are not, it they 
are under no law,) they cannot be ſiiljetis of re» 
pentance. This is fo contrary to ſeripture and 
experience, that Nothing can be more ſo. They 
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ſuffered for their ſins, and mourn os a man 


1 
mournetſi for his only fon. 
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© Hence it follows, that Chriſtian communities 
have no rules to walk by; nay, it is impoſſible that 
there ſhould, according to this principle, be any 
Chriſtlian churches or focicties. It a particular 
believer is under no law, a collection of them can 
be under none. Then they are not ob lived to 
comlort the Gdiltrefled, to ſupport the weak, to 
relieve the neceſlitons, to reprove the looſe, or 
eject the ſcandalous; and the church at Corinth 
was put upon a wrong practice by the apoſtle, i. 
caſting out the zice/tuous perſon. 


«© This neceſſarily ſuppoſes that Chriſt diſſolved 
all obligation to duty; than which, there is not 
any thing more falſe, His ſatisfattion ſecures 
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the perſons of believers from puniſhment, but 
changes not the nature of their actions. Vicious 
acts in them are ſtill ſinful, and will eternally re- 
main ſo. Redemption from the law's curſe, frees 
not from the obligation to obſerve its precepts. 


„This abominable notion eclipſes the glory of 
free grace in the remiſſion of ſin. It it is not 
allowed that ſin is committed by believers, how 
can free grace be diſcovered in their forgiveneſs ? 
It is a moſt plain contradittion, that fin is forgiven 
to the ſaints, it it be denied that they contract 


guilt, 


« If no divine law 1s in force to believers, God 
1s not their governor, nor Chriſt their king. Rule, 
and dominion, neceſſarily ſuppoſes a law, or rule 
of behaviour, is given to the governed! If be- 
lievers are under no law, God then exerciſes no 
rule over them, or concerns himſelf about their 
conduct! It is a thing indifferent to him, whether 
they honour or diſhonour him, adore or deny him 


his glory, 


This monſtrous opinion ſets afide the work of 
the Spirit upon the hearts of the ſaints! If they 
are under no law, then it cannot be imagined that 
the Spirit of God convinces them of fin, humbles 
them tor 1t, or raiſes deſires in them of a freedom 
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from it, or gives them joy and peace under a ſenſe 
of pardoning love; or, in a word, that he ſanctifies 
their hearts, and makes them holy ; for all their 
holineſs and ſin are only imaginary things.” 


Thus the learned and evangelical ViTRINGA, 
„When Paul affirms that believers, being under 
grace, are free from the law; he muſt not be 
underſtood as aſſerting, that they are looſed from 
an obligation to obſerve the precepts which con- 
ſtitute the ſubſtance of thoſe moral laws which 
are contained in the writings of Moſes, For how 
abſurd, how blaſphemous, how ſhocking it would 
be to ſuppoſe, that the people of God, under the 
Goſpel Diſpenſation, are not bound, by any law, 
to revere, and love, and adore their Maker; nor 
under any obligation to ſeek the good, or pro- 
mote the happineſs of their fellow creatures! 
Certain it 1s, that grace and faith neither do nor 
were ever intended to free believers from the 
obligations and laws of humanity, No; their 
benevolent deſign was, to reſtore mankind to hap- 
pineſs, and to perfect them in holineſs. But 
were Chriſtians releaſed from the law of love, they 
would not be in the common condition of huma— 
nity, For what is it 7% a man, but to be a 
creature endued with reaſon ; dependant on God 
for exiſtence, and for all the comforts of life: 
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from whom only he can expett ſalvation from 
every evil, and the enjoyment of every good, that 
is neceſſary to perfect his nature and render him 
compleatly bleſſed? To God, therefore, as his 
creator, prelerver, governor, and ſupreme good, 
he neceſſarily ſtands related; ſo related, as to be 
"accountable to him for the enjoyment of every 
favour, the exerciſe of all his powers, and the 
performance of every att As IEHOVvARH's con- 
ſummate perfections demand of a rational creature, 
that is abſolutely dependant upon him, and formed 
for his glory, the higheſt acts of adoration; as 
the dominien of God, over all creatures, requires 
obedience and ſubjection; as the majeſty and 
juſtice of God challenge humility and reverence; 
fo the boundleſs goodneſs of God, which is the 
ſource of all the comforts we have rcceived, of 
all the bleſlings we now enjoy, and of all the 
happineſs we hereafter expect That INFINITE 
GooDNESS, I ſay, to which every man's con- 
ictence bears witneſs, obliges the reaſonable crea- 
ture to love God: that is, to cleave to him, with 
all the force of inclination, and all the fervour of 
affection, as being ſupremely amiable; and to 
rejoice in his happineſs, as a Being of boundleſs 
excellence. And as one divine perfection infers 
all others; and one relation of God to man com- 


prehends all others; including, at the ſame time, 
all 
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might be demonſtrated from almoſt any of thoſe 


Hope, the Life of Evangelical Obedience.“ 
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all the duties of man to God which arife from 
thoſe relations; ſo all the duties we owe to God 


divine perfections which have a relation to man.“ 
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N. B. For a more full inveſtigation of the 
above ſubject, ſee ** Mr. Booth's Death of Legal 
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